Shop Till You Drop?
In this simulation, students experience how resources are distributed and used by different people based on access to wealth. Students discuss and work toward personal and structural solutions to address the environmental impacts of resource consumption, and to help alleviate poverty. 
OVERVIEW

Writing Connection
• Students write and illustrate a short story about a family who has the same budget as they did in the activity. Have them include details about the family's life, choices, impacts, and solutions.
Math Connection
• Have students create a monthly budget for a family of 4 based on an annual income of $18,850, which is the average annual poverty threshold in the U.S. for a family this size. Have students take into account expenses such as housing, food, clothing, medical, insurance, transportation, etc. They can research local organizations in their community that may be able to help meet the needs of this family.
Action Projects
• Throw a "BeadWear Party" at your school through the BeadforLife project. BeadforLife is an organization that fights poverty by employing very poor women in Uganda to make beautiful jewelry out of recycled paper. This project provides you with the opportunity to help women feed their children and send them to school by selling their products, while at the same time educating yourself and your friends, parents, and community about Uganda and the plight of poor people around the world. 
Websites
• www.netaid.org -NetAid is a non-profit organization that educates, inspires, and empowers young people to fight global poverty.
• www.gbmna.org -The mission of the Green Belt Movement International is to empower individuals worldwide to protect the environment and to promote good governance and cultures of peace.
• www.undp.org -The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) is the UN's global development network organization advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience, and resources to help people build a better life. 
No cost
Untreated water collected from the village well 9 months a year, and from a river the other 3 months
$75
Purifi ed water brought by government trucks every week
$200
Indoor plumbing with hot and cold running water, showers, and bathtubs $400
Heat / Fuel
Firewood cut from local forest, sometimes hours away; work done mostly by children
No cost
Coal purchased in the market and used for cooking and heating
$125
Oil used for gasoline, cooking, and heating
$300
Solar panels using the sun's energy to heat home and water; natural gas for cooking $700
Education
Crowded school 1 hour away through grade 5 (free, but you must buy a uniform to attend)
$50
Elementary, middle school, and high school located in the local village
$125
K-12 education with college an option for most people
$400
Graduate degree preparing people for professions such as doctor, lawyer, professor $900
Health Care
Walk or be carried 10 hours to the nearest village clinic, where they have a dozen medicines
$75
Good medical care available in a city 1 hour away by bus
$200
High-quality health care and hospital anytime you are sick and for yearly checkups $500
High quality health care, including elective surgery such as knee repair and cosmetic and laser eye surgery $700
Luxury Items
Radio running on batteries
$50
Small color television in your house
$150
Refrigerator and air conditioning in your house
$350
Hawaii surf vacation, airline ticket, and hotel
$700
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